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Dr. Ahmed Shaheed is an internationally-recognized expert on foreign policy, 

international diplomacy, democratization, and human rights reform. He has twice 

held the Office of Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Maldives, a position 

he used to strengthen the country’s compliance with international human rights 

standards and norms. Throughout his tenure as Chief Government Spokesperson 

and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaheed was a leading advocate of a new modern 

country founded upon liberal democratic principles, strong human rights protections, 

and openness and engagement with the outside world and international human 

rights mechanisms. 

In 2011, Dr. Shaheed was elected by the United Nations’ Human Rights Council to 

serve as Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Iran. In that capacity, 

he has conducted path-breaking research and issued authoritative reports on that 

country’s human rights record and compliance. 
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