MIGS WORKSHOPS AND LECTURES

WINTER SEMESTER 2009-2010
3 Feb. 
FELIX WEMHEUER (Assistant Professor, University of Vienna and Visiting Scholar, Harvard University, Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies), The Politicization of Hunger: Food and Peasant-State Relations in China (1949-1962)

18:00-20:00, Room to be announced

Felix Wemheuer received his MA in the Politics of East Asia from Ruhr University of Bochum, Germany. From 2000 to 2002, he studied at the Institute for CCP History at the People's University of China, Beijing. During that time, he conducted field studies in the villages in Henan regarding the Great Leap Forward. He received his PhD from the University of Vienna in 2006, where he is currently an assistant professor. At the University of Vienna, he teaches courses on post-1949 Chinese history, peasants, Mao Zedong’s thoughts, and sexuality.

After the establishment of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949, the issue of hunger went through a process of politicization. During the grain supply crises in 1953 and 1955, the party leadership began to believe that peasants would fake hunger in order to sabotage the state grain procurement and get relief. The state did not deny its responsibility to provide aid to the victims of natural disasters, but at the same time was also concerned that damage and hunger would be overestimated by peasants. Furthermore, the state launched moralizing campaigns to save grain and used the needs of the disaster victims to curb the consumption of the rest of the population. While the urban citizens received food rations after 1955, the government merely defined “reasonable” maximum standards for the rural population. This paper demonstrates how the conflict over the question “how much food is enough to live” escalated during the famine of 1959-61. The “discourse” about faking hunger turned into violent requisition campaigns against peasants. The hierarchies of food that were established during the early fifties resulted in the decision to save the urban population while letting the population living in the countryside starve. In late 1960, the government decided to end the Great Leap and launched reforms. This paper argues that the rural famine was not the major reason for this policy change, rather it was the threat of an urban famine. The Chinese government considered the preventing of urban famine as the top priority in the major crisis of the PRC.

12 Feb.
MIKE PRYCE, The Mass Atrocity Response Operations Project (MARHO)


15:30-17:00, Room LB 1014
Michael C. Pryce is the founder and CEO of COA Consultants and COA NonProfit, both organizations dedicated to developing pragmatic planning tools to prevent or intervene in a mass atrocity. From 2007-2009, Pryce was the Professor of Conflict Resolution at the Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute (PKSOI) of the US Army War College, and Director of the Mass Atrocity Response Operations (MARO) Project, a partnership between PKSOI and the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, Harvard's Kennedy School of Government. 

He used his expertise in military planning and conflict resolution to recruit and lead a group of fellow planning experts in developing the MARO Project's documents. He also coordinated the project's initial evolution throughout the Department of Defense and the US Government. He has formally presented the MARO Project to international military audiences as well as organizations such as the UN and the Pearson Peacekeeping Center in Ottawa, Canada.

From 1999 until 2007, Pryce worked in Stuttgart, Germany at the US European Command Plans Division as the lead or deputy planner in stability and combat operations. While there he helped develop plans and strategies for military cooperation with non-defense agencies of the US Government, as well as NATO and EU organizations, and was awarded the Defense Meritorious Service Medal. He specialized in guiding small, diverse groups of executives and academics through analytical processes designed to clarify strategic and operational problems and develop feasible solutions. 

He was selected to be the Lead Contingency Planner for the Joint Inter-Agency Coordination Group, Deputy Team Leader for the 2004 Olympics Planning Team and the Chief Logistics Planner for the Counter Terrorism Joint Planning Group in 2001. His tactical deployments include Kosovo (1999) and Bosnia (2000), where he worked in both US and NATO Headquarters. He retired from the Marine Corps Reserve with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

Michael C. Pryce received a B.A. from Western Washington University in 1984 and an M.A. (with Merit) in War Studies from Kings College London in 2009. He is a graduate of Marine Corps Command and Staff Course and the US Army's Engineer Officer’s Advanced Course, among other specialized military courses, and recently completed the US Army’s Senior Executive Education course at the University of North Carolina. 

Pryce is the principle author of the Mass Atrocities Response Operations Project's Annotated Planning Framework and its accompanying scenarios. He is also the author of Improving S/CRS Planning Framework from the Geographic Commander's Perspective, published in the Cornwallis Group XI Compilation: Analysis for Civil-Military Transitions by the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre, 2007, and Mass Atrocities Response Operations: An Annotated Planning Framework, to be published in the African Security Review, November 2009. 
5 March
To be announced



12 March
PETER RAYMONT (White Pine Films), On Making “A Promise to the Dead: The Exile Journey of Ariel Dorfman” (Raymont’s 2009 documentary on the author of the film and the stage versions of “Death and the Maiden”, which explores Chile under Allende and Pinochet, the impact of exile over several generations on Dorfman and his family, and the lessons Dorfman has learned)

12 noon to 14:00, Room LB 1014
Peter Raymont has travelled the world for more than 30 years on a mission to expose injustice and incite change. As a documentary filmmaker, he has followed such humanitarian leaders as retired LGen Roméo Dallaire, and has revealed the hidden truths in politics plus social and environmental disasters. The process of making a documentary is an arduous one, but Raymont’s efforts result in some of the most in-depth and thorough examinations of the important people and stories of our time. 

With such films as Shake Hands With the Devil: The Journey of Roméo Dallaire, A Promise to the Dead: The Exile Journey of Ariel Dorfman, Bhopal: The Search for Justice and Triage: The Dilemma of Dr. James Orbinski to his credit, Raymont has had a significant impact on shaping attitudes about personal and collective responsibility and in bringing to light the important stories the world needs to hear. Shake Hands with the Devil: The Journey of Roméo Dallaire won him an Emmy Award for Best Documentary in 2007.

Raymont has investigated the fallout from the 1984 Bhopal disaster, the effects of the Sandinista/Contra wars of the 1980s, the impact of 9/11 on Canadian Immigration officers, and much more. As films, the stories are compelling and, in person, Raymont’s first-hand account is even more fascinating. When appropriate, Raymont shares some incredible moments captured on film to illustrate his points and engage the audience. He is passionate about influencing opinion and public policy through his films and his presentations, and is careful in considering the needs and expectations of each audience.

The Border, a CBC-TV drama series now entering its third season, is Raymont’s latest project. The edgy show, which recently won a Gemini Award, features a fictional Canadian immigration and customs agency that deals with trans-border issues. Using his experience with The Border, Raymont can speak about international relations in the scope of awakening audiences to other cultures and ways of life.

Peter Raymont believes that film is a tool for social change and a way to break down perceptions. He is an advocate for creativity in education, challenging others to create change, and global consciousness. He inspires and motivates individuals to make a contribution, to find their own path and to stand up for what they believe in. Audiences will leave inspired and armed with the tools to act on their revived convictions and interests.

