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THE HISTORY AND SOCIOLOGY OF GENOCIDE​/PROF. FRANK CHALK

MID-TERM TAKE-HOME ESSAY EXAMINATION
(Posted on 30 September 2008/Due at start of class on 14 October 2008)

IMPORTANT EXAM INSTRUCTIONS: Please answer BOTH of the following questions. Re-read what you have written and make any final corrections or revisions before turning in your exam. The primary goal of this exam is to allow you to demonstrate concretely that you have completed and thought about the assigned readings and my lectures up to and including the assignment of 7 October 2008 (Bangladesh). To do that, be sure to connect assigned authors to their concepts and arguments; mention relevant authors and sources frequently in your answer. These references and your specific footnotes will be taken as evidence that you have done the required course reading, which, together with the lectures, is the basis of this exam. Do your best to answer in a logical, systematic way towards a serious, reasoned, moving from the general to the particular in each essay.

​HOW TO FORMAT YOUR ANSWERS:  Only typed, double-spaced answers presented with a left hand margin of about one and one-half inches will be read and graded. No type smaller than 12 point may be used. Staple the filled-in official cover sheet for the mid-term exam (included with these questions on the course web site) as the first page of your final exam. Please staple all the pages of your answers together in correct order, first question and then question two. Please do not place your exam in a binder or report holder. On the cover page of the exam and at the end of each complete exam answer, enter the word count of that answer in the space provided. You can write up to 1,000 words to answer (1) and up to 1,000 words to answer (2). To ensure that everyone sticks to this requirement, longer answers will not be read and will be graded as Failing. Please print the number of each question at the start of each answer. Print your name and the page number of your answer in the upper right hand corner of every page. Properly footnote or endnote the authority for each of your statements in this exam, citing the reading by author, chapter title, and page number or the class lecture and date.

Bring your completed exam to the start of class on 14 October. Late exams will not be accepted and will be graded failing in the absence of an acceptable doctor’s letter stating that your illness made it impossible to complete the exam on time. Compelling personal reasons (death of a loved one, etc.) will also be considered.

Before handing in the final version of your exam, please read your answers aloud to spot errors in grammar, punctuation problems, and omitted words and phrases. Spell check your answers thoroughly. Place a topic sentence at the start of each paragraph. Ensure that no paragraph has fewer than three sentences and that every sentence has a subject, an active verb and an object, and that they are in harmony with each other. Try to write your final version of the exam in perfect English or French.

PLEASE ANSWER BOTH QUESTIONS AND LABEL THEM USING THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS 
1.
Scholars studying genocide are increasingly interested in the role played by racial and political ideologies in the initiation of modern genocides. Generalizing from the cases which we have studied so far in the current semester—the Holocaust, Indonesia and East Timor, Burundi, the Soviet cases, and Bangladesh, please write an essay explaining the connections between ideologies such as Nazism, communism, anti-communism, and nationalism mobilizing and focusing the attempt to annihilate whole groups of human beings. Be sure to consider all five of the cases on which your generalization rests.(50%)

2. 
What lessons can we learn about achieving more success in resistance, rescue and the prevention of genocide from the cases we have studied so far this semester, up to and including Bangladesh? Please list each lesson in your answer and under the heading of each of the lessons discuss the relevant evidence from at least three of the cases on which your generalization rests. (50%)
You have my very best wishes for success on this mid-term exam./Frank Chalk 
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