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1. Pre-electoral Violence in Kinshasa between PPRD and UDPS; RLTV set on fire 

 

Government-owned media 

 

Programme summary of Congolese TV news 1230 gmt 7 Sep 11 

 

• Several violent demonstrations took place in Kinshasa and several of other cities. UDPS 

supporters damaged the Kinshasa inter federal headquarters of the party People's Party for 

the Reconstruction and Development (PPRD), while unidentified individuals burned 

down UDPS headquarters. Radio and Television Lisanga station in Gombe District were 

also set on fire. The PPRD secretary general, Evariste Boshab, condemned these actions 

and his supporters not to respond to the provocation. Similarly, the High Audiovisual and 

Communication Council criticized these acts and urged the media to avoid incitement of 

violence. 

 

(Agence Congolaise de Presse, République Démocratique du Congo, government-owned 

news agency, Kinshasa, article dated 9 September 2011, in French) 

 

“La Nouvelle société civile condamne l’utilisation de la jeunesse et des sportifs à des fins 

politiciennes” 

 

• The Nouvelle société civile congolaise (NSCC - New Congolese Civil Society) firmly 

criticized the use of weapons, youths and sportsmen for political ends. Jonas Tshiombela 

condemns all threats and acts of violence perpetrated against human rights activists and 

journalists, especially on the eve of the elections. He was alluding to violent 

demonstrations and the attacks against RLTV. He called for tolerance and responsibility, 

and urged political leaders to educate their militants on civic rights and duties. 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(Committee to Protect Journalists website, New York, 6 September 2011, in English) 

 

“Gunmen torch pro-opposition TV in DR Congo”  

 

• Ahead of the presidential elections, unidentified armed men set the studios of a private 

TV station (RLTV) which airs programmes supporting Etienne Tshisekedi. The station 

was attacked after PPRD headquarters were ransacked, which PPRD blame on UDPS 

supporters. 

• CPJ Africa Advocacy coordinator Mohamed Keita condemns this political violence. He 

called on authorities to launch a serious investigation. Communication Minister Lambert 

Mende has not yet said anything about the issue. 

• One witness identified an assailant as a member of the PPRD, President Kabila’s party. 

Tensions have been rising between the two sides. In June already, armed men injured the 

presenter of "Support Etienne Tshisekedi.” RLTV was also suspended temporarily in July 

for allegedly inciting violence. The station also been subjected to threats. 

 



 
(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 8 September, 2011, in French)  

 

“Violences préélectorales : le Cardinal Monsengwo condamne” 

 

• Several voices have condemned acts of political violence perpetrated in Kinshasa, 

including Cardinal Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya, archbishop of Kinshasa, who strongly 

condemned these acts. He called on all militants, political actors and public authorities to 

remain calm and avoid provocation in order to guarantee smooth and peaceful elections. 

Elections do not mean war but constitutes a civic act, where all Congolese people chose 

their candidate based on a political programme which aims at developing the country. The 

archbishop there told all parties who plan to demonstrate in Thursday to do so in 

atmosphere of respect for the constitution and the Republic. Public authorities, 

meanwhile, must avoid loosing their calm. 

• The archbishop also added that he was skeptical about the number of registered voters but 

accepts the results. 

 

(L’Observateur, privately-owned daily, article dated 8 September, 2011, in French) 

  

“Face aux violences de lundi et mardi dernier à Kinshasa. L'Archevêque Laurent 

Monsegwo lance un appel au calme” by Luc-Roger Mbala Bemba 

 

• The Archbishop of Kinshasa, Laurent Mosengwo Pasinya, condemned cycles of violence 

which erupted in the capital. He believes these will not ensure peaceful, transparent, 

credible and democratic elections. He urged Congolese people not to succumb to 

provocations and remain responsible. He explained that elections are not war but rather a 

civic act. 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 9 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“Kasaï Oriental : toutes les manifestations politiques interdites à Mbuji-Mayi” by T.M. 

 

• In a communiqué published on Tuesday, the mayor of Mbuji Mayi, Musapidi Mukonkole, 

forbid any demonstration of political nature in public places in order to avoid the type of 

violence experienced in other cities.  

• Political parties deplore the decision and say it restricts public freedoms entailed in the 

constitution. 

• Mukonkole says he wants political demonstration to be restrained to meetings in closed 

environments such as the parties’ headquarters. He is not the only one to have taken such 

a decision. The governor of Kinshasa has taken the same measure. 

• Civil Society groups in Kasai Oriental urged authorities and the population to contribute 

to the maintenance of peace both during and after the electoral period. 

• The NGO Association africaine de défense des droits de l’Homme (Asadho/African 

Association for the defense of human rights) says freedom of demonstration is guaranteed 

by the constitution and way for political parties to express their opinion in a democracy. It 

also added that the registration of candidates at CENI should not serve as an opportunity 

to forbid peaceful demonstrations 



 
 

2. Elections: Electoral Code of Conduct signed by MLC and PPRD 

 

Government-owned media 

 

(Radio-Television Nationale Congolaise TV, government-owned, Kinshasa, 1230 gmt, 8 

September, 2010, in French) 

 

• CENI today holds a forum for political parties in order to sign the code of conduct for 

peaceful elections. 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 9 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“Code de bonne conduite : l’UDPS émet des reserves” 

 

• The UDPS is still reticent about signing the electoral code of conduct considering its 

demands have not been met. Yet the PPRD and the MLC have now signed the document. 

The two signatories have nonetheless emphasized the need to pursue dialogue with CENI, 

especially concerning the smooth running of the elections, the candidate registration, the 

audit of the servers and the financing of political parties. 

• The UDPS’s spokesman, Albert Moleka, recognizes that progress has been made 

concerning the electoral process. Yet it wants its demands to be met before it can the 

electoral code of good conduct. 

• The President of CENI condemned recent violence in Kinshasa, which challenge the 

peaceful nature of the electoral process. He called for peace, political tolerance and end to 

cycle of conflicts and violence in order to respect the Congolese people. Concerning the 

demand by the opposition to audit the electoral lists, CENI asked political actors to 

choose two technicians who will be responsible for the process. The body also reiterated 

its independence, flexibility and says it remains open to all parties and actors. 

 

(L’Observateur, privately-owned daily, article dated 9 September, 2011, in French) 

  

“En signant le code de bonne conduite” by Dovin Ntelolo Diasonga 

 

• Political parties have agreed to hold peaceful elections by signing the electoral code of 

Good Conduct. Several parties had initially refused to sign the document.  

• The President of Ceni, Daniel Ngoy Mulunda, used the event to condemn political 

violence in Kinshasa and other cities. He was particularly critical of the attitude of 

Congolese authorities and supporters of the different parties involved. He explained that 

such behaviors do not benefit the elections. 

• The PPRD said it would ensure peaceful elections. The MLC’s General Secretary, Jean-

Pierre Bemba, believes the signing of the Code is a powerful symbol for Congolese 

people and makes it clear that the MLC will participate in the next elections. 



 
• The President of Envol, Delly Sessanga, and José Makila, another opposition politician, 

both added that the Code of Conduct should not give CENI a blank check and the 

Commission should act responsibly. 

 

3. NGO criticizes slow judicial process 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(Radio Candip, community radio broadcasting funded by Belgian NGO, Bunia, 1530 gmt, 4 

September, 2011, in French) 

 

• A human rights' NGO in Bunia criticized the slow pace at the court of justice in a case of 

a magistrate involved in raping a teenage girl. The case was brought to court a month ago 

and the accused has not been charged or investigated. 

 

4. Security Update 

 

Government-owned media 

 

(Agence Congolaise de Presse, République Démocratique du Congo, government-owned 

news agency, Kinshasa, article dated 7 September 2011, in French) 

 

“Réduction sensible des activités de la LRA dans la province Orientale” 

 

• According to a Monusco report, the LRA’s criminal activities have been slightly reduced 

thanks to joint FARDC-Monusco operations. The UN mission remains nonetheless 

vigilant. The FRPI attacked the FARDC in Faradje. 

• In North Kivu, the security situation remains fragile. The FDLR and its partners attacked 

the village of Kalua, killing one PNC in the process. 

• In Shabunda, South Kivu, the situation remains calm although the FDLR is still active in 

Mwenge, Kalehe and Walungu. The Maï-Maï Yakutumba have intensified their actions I 

Fizi and Lulimba. 

 

(Agence Congolaise de Presse, République Démocratique du Congo, government-owned 

news agency, Kinshasa, article dated 9 September 2011, in French) 

 

“Lancement des projets de restauration de la sécurité communautaire en Ituri” 

 

• The Vice Prime Minister, Minister of the Interior and Security, Adolphe Lumanu 

Mulenda, launched a project which aims at reestablishing security in Ituri and put an end 

to the proliferation of light weapons (ALPC - Union et les armes légères et de petit 

calibre) in Kinshasa and Bas Congo. The project is part of the UN’s POA, the Protocol of 

Nairobi and Convention of Kinshasa on the ALPC. It is part of the DRC willingness to 

disarm civilian populations and will be expanded to the DRC as a whole. The DRC is part 

of the UN’s Programme of Action since 2001 and has sought eliminate the illicit 

proliferation and circulation of small and light arms 



 
 

Privately-owned media 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 7 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“Nord-Kivu: le ministre provincial de l’Intérieur dresse un tableau sombre de la situation 

sécuritaire” by RO/LP 

 

• At least 800 cases of murder, kidnappings, lootings and escapes from jail have been 

recorded in North Kivu between January and July 2011, according to the provincial 

minister of the Interior, Valérien Mbalutwirandi. Some of the causes identified by 

Mbalutwirandi include the proliferation of weapons, the presence of foreign armed 

groups, embezzlement, and misappropriation of the soldiers’ salaries. The provincial 

minister says his ministry alone cannot tackle these issues and urges the central 

government to provide ore help. 

• Four men attacked the home of the provincial Minister of Mines and Energy in North 

Kivu. 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 8 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“Le ministère de l’Intérieur se préoccupe du rétablissement de la sécurité en Ituri” 

 

• The central government has sough to fight against illegal arms trafficking in the DRC. 

The Vice Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior and Security, Adolphe Lumanu, 

launched an operation in Ituri, which should also later be extended to the DRC as a whole. 

The project seeks reestablish communal security in the eastern region. Among the goals is 

the control of small arms in Kinshasa and Bas Congo.  

• According to the VP Minister the plan is part of the Congo’s application of the UN Plan 

of Action and linked to the Implementation of the Nairobi Declaration and the Nairobi 

Protocol on Small Arms and Light Weapons on small arms. The government seeks to 

disarm civilians and communities in Ituri and then on the Congolese territory as whole. Le 

Potential welcomes such initiatives since arms possession and proliferation of small arms 

remains the basis of insecurity in the Congo. In Kinshasa, the challenges caused by the 

“Kuluna” phenomenon remains a clear example of this problem. 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 8 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“Sud-Kivu : les FDLR demeurent actives à Mwenga et Kalehe”  

 

• Several provinces in South Kivu continue to fear attacks by rebel group. The FDLR 

remains active in Mwenga, Kalehe and Walungu, while the Maï-Maï Yakutumba have 

intensified their actions in south of Fizi and Luliba. According to Monusco, the Mai-Mai 

group launched several simultaneous attacks on the FARDC in Buma, Talama, Karamba 

and Katete, along lake Tanganyika. No victims were recorded.  



 
• The FARDC dislodged two rival armed groups which were fighting over the control of 

mining sites in Mukangwe. The army then deployed troops to the area in order to protect 

civilians 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 8 September, 2011, in French)  

 

“Des hommes armés ont attaqué, le 30 août dernier” 

 

• Armed men attacked and looted three NGO vehicles in Kalonge, South Kivu. OCHA says 

the security situation in this zone is becoming increasingly fragile. 

 

5. American Ambassador believes in the DRC’s capacities to hold peaceful election 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(L’Observateur, privately-owned daily, article dated 9 September, 2011, in French) 

 “Au cours de la conférence de presse à l'Ambassade des Etats-Unis” by Mamie Phify and 

Luc-Roger Mbala 

 

• The American ambassador James Entwistle believes in the ability of Congolese people to 

organize peaceful and free elections but nonetheless called on all politicians to remain 

calm and responsible. He said violence could be a challenge to democratic elections but 

remains nonetheless confident. His reiterated his trust in the government and the 

Congolese people. 

• Evariste Boshab, the PPRD’s general secretary has called on the ambassador to comment 

on recent political violence. The ambassador therefore responded by calling for 

diplomatic dialogue and said the American government support constructive dialogue 

between political parties and CENI in order to eliminate tensions. 

• Concerning violence against journalists, the ambassador emphasized the importance of an 

open media environment for the elections 

 

6. Monusco involved in securiticization of elections and fight against sexual violence 

 

Government-owned media 

 

(Agence Congolaise de Presse, République Démocratique du Congo, government-owned 

news agency, Kinshasa, article dated 8 September 2011, in French) 

 

“Poursuite de la formation des policiers congolais par la Police de la MONUSCO” 

 

• Monusco continues to train special police forces, particularly on the subject of sexual 

violence. Training has ended in Bunia and Mbuji-Mayi, while another started in Bas-

Congo in late August.  

• These Rapid Response Forces were not used to settle violence in Kinshasa, said 

Monusco’s spokesman.  



 
• Monusco deplores acts of violence committed in the capital and other Congolese cities, 

and believes such episodes challenge the smooth running of the electoral process. The 

mission also called on all parties to engage in “constructive and peaceful” dialogue and 

urged authorities to take necessary measures to ensure freedom of expression and 

guarantee the physical authority of people. According the UN Security Resolution 1925, 

Monusco is allowed to use all necessary measures to ensure the protection of civilians and 

constitutes the mission’s main priority 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(L’Observateur, privately-owned daily, article dated 8 September, 2011, in French) 

  

“Sécurisation du processus électoral 2011 en RDC. Un plan de contingence en élaboration à 

la Monusco” by Dovin Ntelolo and Honoré Djeko 

 

• Monusco started its securitization plan for the presidential and legislative elections in 

order to contribute a peaceful electoral process. Monusco will deploy more peacekeepers 

in Kinshasa as well as several monitoring centers in other parts of the country. 

• Monusco deplores recent violent incidents in Kinshasa and other cities. The mission 

called on all implicated parties to avoid such violence and to establish constructive and 

peaceful dialogue in order to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure the physical 

security of Congolese people 

• Monusco says it is keeping an eye on the entire electoral process. The mission said 

authorities should improve their response to violent incidents as several soldiers lost their 

calm and committed acts of violence against demonstrators. Monusco says it is the role of 

authorities to remain calm and responsible. The UN mission said it is not responsible for 

the training of the PNC sent to control demonstrators since it only trained Raid response 

Forces (PIR). It is also not the responsibility of Monusco to intervene during such 

protests. The mission is training several proximity and rapid response forces in several 

areas. 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 8 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“Lutte contre les violences sexuelles : finalisation des modules de formation des FARDC” 

by Yves Kadima 

 

• In collaboration with the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the minister of 

National Defense and Veterans has organized a workshop that will finalize the training of 

the FARDC on sexual violence and other related issues. The three-day workshop is part of 

the DRC’s peace accords and integration of former rebel groups. The UN said each rebel 

groups has come with its own culture, including its culture of violence, and the workshop 

therefore represent the international community’s will to put an end to such attitudes 

within the national army’s ranks. The DRC has to stop being seen as the capital of sexual 

violence. In order to do so, superior officers, subalterns and noncommissioned officers 

have been asked to spread the message. 



 
• General José Mulubi explained that the process would be long. It no secret that the 

FARDC continues to perpetrate acts of sexual violence. The general therefore asked 

everyone involved to implement all necessary measures and documents. 

 

7. Fighting the measles epidemic 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(L’Observateur, privately-owned daily, article dated 9 September, 2011, in French) 

 

 “Lutte contre la rougeole en RDC, Le ministre de la santé, Dr Victor Makwenge appelle à 

la solidarité internationale” by B. Lusimana T. 

 

• The DRC has faced various epidemics for a few months now, in particular polio, cholera 

and the measles. The government should be more implicated in improving health 

conditions and partnerships. The measles epidemics has already led to 1 107 deaths due to 

a lack of capacities and difficulties faced by the ministry of health. 

• The Minister of Health, Dr Victor Makwenge Kaput, has sough to mobilize funds to fight 

against the measles epidemics. He met various ambassadors along with UN and NGO 

representatives during a conference in Kinshasa where he tried to convince these partners 

to contribute to the vaccination campaign in one way or another, financially or 

logistically. 

• The government plans to organize vaccination campaigns in Equatorial province, North 

Kivu, Badundu, Bas-Congo, Oriental province and Kinshasa. The first phase will start at 

the end of the month. The vice-minister of budget says the government is ready to fight 

against these diseases. The major concern, according to international partners, remains the 

expansion of vaccination campaigns but the minister of health says it is ready to 

implement the national sanitary plan. 

 

8. Kabila registers for the elections 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 12 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“J. Kabila dépose sa candidature” 

 

• President Joseph Kabila officially registered as a presidential candidate. Each party linked 

to the majority also seized the opportunity to give their lists of candidates for the 

legislative elections 

• The Majority has showed optimism and all parties have showed their support for Kabila, 

whom they believe to be the only candidate able to respond to the needs of Congolese 

people. They believe that his policies have had a concrete and visible impact, especially in 

terms of peace and reconstruction. One majority leader contends that the current president 

has a real strategy of economic development.  



 
• Kabila is resolved to pursue his Five Pillar plan and to establish the rule of law in the 

country through various major reforms, particularly in the judicial and administrative 

sphere. The aim to protect civilians, improve employment and attract foreign investors. 

 

9. Tripartite meeting Rwanda-Uganda-DRC: addressing the roots of the problem 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 12 September, 2011, in French)  

 

“Aborder les vrais problèmes” 

 

• A tripartite meeting between defense and military representatives from Rwanda, Congo 

and Burundi has sought to ease tensions between the three countries and eventually create 

a common plan for the securization of the Great Lakes region. Officially, the meeting has 

sought to reinforce cooperation, particularly with the aim of neutralizing rebel groups 

operating in the region. 

• Le Potentiel remains skeptical about the meeting and signing of common agreements as 

Rwanda and Uganda have tried to destabilize the DRC. The latter has regularly accused 

Rwanda of supporting rebel movements still active in the DRC. The meeting is therefore a 

symbol of a change of direction and relation between Rwanda and the Congo. This is not 

the first meeting of the kind and previous cooperative mission have led to little concrete 

results on the ground. Le Potentiel believes it is time to face the real problems as countries 

such as Rwanda but Uganda and Burundi as well benefit from the DRC’s climate of 

insecurity and are aware of its causes. Describing regional meeting as “folkloric”, the 

newspaper says the roots of the problem must be addressed.  

 

10. Bemba remains at the ICC: The MLC is looking for an ally 

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 12 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“Le MLC se recherche un allier de taille. Thomas Luhaka : «Il sera difficile pour Jean-

Pierre Bemba de se présenter à la présidentielle»” by Rich Ngapi  

 

• Three days before the end of the candidacy registration process, the Secretary General of 

the MLC, Thomas Luhaka, declared on Thursday it would be difficult for Jean-Pierre 

Bemba to participate in the presidential elections despite being the party’s official 

candidate. The MLC will therefore need to form an alliance with another party and to 

support this faction’s candidate. The ICC refuses to temporarily release Bemba and the 

central government is not ready to ensure his security if he returns to the DRC. The MLC 

has therefore no charismatic leader and must support another candidate opposed to the 

majority. 

 

11. Media freedom: condemnation of violence against journalists; New NGO created 



 
 

Government-owned media 

 

(Agence Congolaise de Presse, République Démocratique du Congo, government-owned 

news agency, Kinshasa, article dated 7 September 2011, in French) 

 

“Les journalistes congolais saluent la création de l’ONG Freedom For Journalist” 

 

• Several journalists and members of the UNPC welcome the creation of a new NGO 

“Freedom For Journalists” (FFJ). The latter aims at promoting and defending the media’s 

human rights. According to the president of the organization, Désiré Kazadi, press 

freedom is based on the duty to inform and right to access to various sources of 

information. The NGO aims at assisting journalists in the judicial sphere. The president of 

the Congolese Media Watchdog (OMEC) Polydor Muboyayi welcomes the creation of 

this new NGO and believes it will help journalists contribute to a peaceful and transparent 

Congo.  

 

Privately-owned media 

 

(Le Potentiel, privately-owned daily, article dated 9 September, 2011, in French)  

  

“Le Syndicat national des professionnels de la presse” 

 

• The Syndicat national des professionnels de la presse (SNPP/National Trade Union for 

Professional media) denounced deliberate acts of aggression committed against journalists 

in recent weeks, including the destruction of RLTV’s headquarters. The SNPP is said to 

shocked repression of freedom of expression, which challenges the consolidation of 

democracy in the DRC. The trade union urges journalist not to succumb to provocations 

and remain professional by fulfilling their mission, that is informing the population in a 

responsible manner. 

 

 


